
Abandoned Uranium Mines - 

Sections 32 and 33 Mines 

{eetsoh Hadasgeedgo T’0 Dabik’ehgo Nah1z3-- 
Sections t1diin d00 bi’aan naaki d00 t11’gi  
 
 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) Region 9 is working to protect 
residents of Casamero Lake Chapter by cleaning up leftover waste from past uranium 
mining operations. Uranium mining operations occurred throughout the Navajo Nation 
from the 1940s to the 1980s. 
 
Kin N1h1lgaid66’ Ni’asdz11n Yik’ihd44z99’ Bi[ Haz1ad00 (U.S. EPA) N1h1st’47 
Hahoodzohd66’ 47’ Ts4tah T0’ak’0l7 T11 Sinil7j7 k44dahat’7n7gi baa h33hasingi 
biniinaa d77 t’ah nahd66’ [eetsoh leezh bi[ haageed h66h nahg00 k0dooln77[ n7igo 
yein7t9. Din4 Bik4yah bik11’g00 t’00’1hay07go {eetsoh hadas geed t’ah nahd66’ 
n1h1st’47 ts’1adah d00 d7zdiin d00 n1h1st’47 ts’1adah d00 tseeb7diin yihah6d33’ 
3daat’4. 
 
The Cobb Nuclear Company operated uranium mines in the Casamero Lake 
Chapter area and uranium ore was mined and taken out of the area. Now USEPA is 
looking at two mines called the Section 32 and Section 33 mines. 
 
Cobb Nuclear Company woly4ego kwii Ts4tah T0’ak’0l7 T11 Sinil7 nah0sa’gi [44tsoh 
had47zgeed d00 [eetsoh haadas geed66h 47 nahg00 ch’7hesg6h. Kin N1h1lgaid66’ 
Ni’asdz11n Yik’ihd44z99’ Bi[ Haz1ad00 naakigo Section 32 d00 Section 33 gi {eetsoh 
nasgeed y66hgi ne[kah.  
 
At the Section 32 mine, there is an unfenced deep mineshaft at the southeast portion of 
the site.  
 
D77 Section 32 d00 Sh1di’11h d00 ha’a’aahj7go t’ahdii [eetsoh hahasg99h55h g0yaa 
n7dzaa g0ne’ ahoodz3 doo ndi bich’33h an7t’i’dah.   
 
The leftover uranium ore has more radiation than the surrounding area and people should 
avoid touching it or walking near the mines. Livestock should not be allowed toalk or 
graze in this area. 
 
D77 [eezh [eetsoh bi[ hadasgeedgo t’11’ 1k00 y11daa’1h7g77 t’11 y4ego w0dahdi 
nida’a[kidgo bits’1 daaziil  ba’1t’e’ h0l0’ 1ko bila’ashdla’ii hada’asgeed y66hgi [eezh 
t’1adoo b7d0[nih7 d00 1kwii t’1adoo nah1h1 doo. Naaldlooshii d0’ t’1adoo ak== 
nidaakaih7go’ 77nosin. 
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The USEPA Region 9 assessed the uranium ore and mining waste at the mine area and 
found elevated levels of contaminated soil that need to be cleaned up to protect human 
health and the environment. 
 
Kin N1h1lgaid66’ Ni’asdz11n Yik’ihd44z99’ Bi[ Haz1 N1h1st’47 Hahoodzohd00 akwii 
nida’ask11go leezh bi[ hada’asgeed7g77 ba’1t’e’ bich’1n7ch’ih7g77 w0dahgo 
nida’a[kidgo biniinaa nahj8’ k0dooln7[ b7la’ashdla’ii d00 ni’asdzaan bik11gi 
baah33hasin go biniinaa.  
 
Over time, the contaminated soils in the Section 32 mine area have migrated due to 
wind and rain. We also found that areas outside the Section 32 mine area contain 
contaminated soils. Because of the health risks, USEPA Region 9 is removing 
the contaminated soil from the area around the Section 32 Mine site, including 
the former transfer area to the south of the Section 32 mine area, and building a 
temporary stockpile on top of the Section 32 Mine. 
  
N7dz11g00 t’0 b7ni’dii d77 [eezh Section t1diin d00 bi’aan naakid00 bi[ 
hada’asgeed7g77 t0 d00 niyol nahg00 ayiizhjaa’go biniinaa t’11 h0tsaago h0lch=’l1. 
D77 leezh bi[ hada’asgeed7g77 ba’1t’e’ h0l0ogo biniinaa Kin N1h1lgaid66’ Ni’asdz11n 
Yik’ihd44z99’ Bi[ Haz1 N1h1st’47 Hahoodzohd00 Section T1diin d00 bi’aan naakid00 
binaag00 leezh7g77  nahj8’ kw77l44hdoo. Sh1di’11hj8’go d77 Section T1diin d00 bi’aan 
naakid00 bi[ haz3nid00 a[tsoh leezh a[hanihiidoo gee[.  
 
The consolidated pile will be temporarily stored and sealed using soil tackifier to stabilize and 
prevent the contaminated soil from moving. After the soil is sealed at Section 32 Mine to 
prevent exposure to people and livestock, a fence will be placed around the pile with signs 
warning people to keep out. 
 
D77 leezh a[hanihesg99n7g77’ 47 t’0 h0n7gh1n7j8’ t’0 bi[ yaani’doot’a[ t0 doo bid44[n7n7 
biyaad66’ d00 bik11’d66’ bi[ d1’didooljeeh. !1d00 Section T1diin d00 bi’aan naaki 
binaag0’ a[tsoh hasht’ehoolyaago bin7’doolt’ih doo’ 1k0ne’4 b7la’ashdla’ii d00 
naaldlooshii  1k0ne’ naagh1ag00 bee dahna’azt’33doo.  
 
This removal action is a temporary measure to stabilize the contaminated soil while the Navajo 
Nation government develops a final disposal solution. USEPA and Navajo Nation Environmental 
Protection Agency (NNEPA) will discuss the final disposal options and timeframe with the 
community before making any decisions about permanent disposal. 
 
D77 sh99 k0t’10’ leezh7g77 bi[ yaa’az10 Din4 Bi W11shind00n hait’10’ 77dool7[7gi 
yaan7n11n1t’99doo. Kin N1h1lgaid66’ Ni’asdz11n Yik’ihd44z99’ Bi[ Haz1 N1h1st’47 
Hahoodzohd00 d00 Din4 Bi W11shind00n t’11’1yis77 nahj8’ k0dool n77[g00 
yinaha’11doo inda hoolzhish7g7 da d00 Ts4tah T0’ak’ol7 d00 k44hat’7n7g77 d0’ bidaah 
nin1hdoot’a[go atah yaan1t’99doo go’ 7nda nahj8’ k0ln44h doo.  
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USEPA will apply water when moving the soil to prevent dust. There will be constant air quality 
monitoring during excavation activities to make sure that residents in the immediate area will be 
safe from any dust coming from the excavation. It is expected the removal action will take 4-6 
weeks to complete. 
 
Kin N1h1lgaid66’ Ni’asdz11n Yik’ihd44z99’ Bi[ Haz1 N1h1st’47 Hahoodzohd00 
nidaalnish7g77 d77 [eezh7g77 t0’ bee n7 n1lt[ohgo doo leezh h11’1adoo. D00  n7[ch’ih d0’ 
nida’ajo[7g77 1h1n7go haalz77dgo naalkaah go h11j8’go dah bi[ n7ch’7h7g77 y4ego 
baa’1h1y33doo.  Ts’7d1 d99’ d00 hast33h dam00j8’ a[tsoh nida’doonish.  
 
 

________________________________________ 
 
Contact Us—Bee’44h0zinii 
For specific questions about the sections 32 and 33 Mines, Please contact: 
Section 32 d00 33 1yis77 b7na’7d7[ kidgo’ 47 d77 bee’ 44h0zin: 
 
United States EPA     Navajo Nation EPA 
Randy Nattis      Eugene Esplain 
On-Scene Coordinator    Health Physicist  
(415) 972-3053     (928) 871-7331 
nattis.randy@epa.gov    e.esplain@yahoo.com  
 
Grace Ma 
Community Involvement Coordinator 
(800) 231-3075 
(415) -947-4212 
ma.grace@epa.gov 
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